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Paragraph prompt: What is the theme of the classic children’s story, The Three Little Pigs?
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Innovate or Die


The Three Little Pigs, adapted by Jane Jerrard, teaches readers that innovation is necessary for the preservation of humanity, through the follies and successes of the three brother pigs. Upon leaving his parent’s home, the first brother “[asks a peddler] for some straw and built his house from it” (Jerrard 1). He reverts back to what he has known from his past, as straw lined the home pigsty. He does not question its longevity or the inherent flammability of the material, but instead uses what he is familiar with to maintain the comfort he has always known. The second brother “[decides] to make his house out of sticks”(3). While at first this appears to be an innovative step, he is merely mimicking the farmer’s material choice in the construction of fences around his old sty. As wood once contained him it seems natural, and is only questioned after the wolf comes knocking. The third, and wisest, pig ventures past what he was originally taught about houses and creates a new type out of stone and mortar after he “met a man with a load of bricks”(5). While it took longer to build than the straw and stick homes of his siblings, his innovative nature and willingness to try new things proves beneficial when the big bad wolf comes to terrorize him. Not only does the stone and mortar withstand the wolf’s “huffing and puffing”, it also provides a chimney from which the wolf meets his ultimate death as he plunges into a pot of boiling soup when he attempts to find another way in to the house; the innovative house design saves the pig. As in The Three Little Pigs, if humanity refuses to find new solutions to age-old dilemmas, we cannot ensure our future preservation from modern-day wolves. 
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The Topic Sentence (TS) includes the title of the story (correctly formatted), the author’s name, and clearly answers the prompt
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The Concrete Detail (CD) is only the MOST necessary element of the text, quoted and cited to avoid plagiarism. Please note that the quoted piece is embedded into my own words for the rest of the sentence. My words give context to the quote.





By using the same word, or synonyms of words stated in the theme statement, you ensure your paragraph has fluency and is more likely to link ideas and arguments back to your topic sentence (the argument you are trying to prove!)





The theme statement is a UNIVERSAL statement, NOT specific only to this story! It can be applied to life outside of the story.





“Works Cited” is merely centered, NOT bolded, NOT underlined, NOT large letters!





Easybib.com is used to ensure accurate citation of information, though you MUST read through and answer any missing information PRIOR to copying the citation!


IF you are citing from MORE THAN 1 SOURCE, you alphabetize the citations by the first letter of the entry. “J” in the example above.





For the 1st in-text citation, you should cite the author’s last name and page number (NO comma!). After this, only the page number is needed unless you are citing more than one text.








