Freshman English Syllabus

Mrs. Teri Kopack 

Rm. # W1220





tkopack@durango.k12.co.us

Ph. # 259-1630 x2242



www.kopackdhsenglish9.weebly.com
Course Description: Freshman English combines the reading of fiction, non-fiction (including technical material), poetry and drama with writing in varied genres and the applied study of grammar and vocabulary to assist the students in building essential skills.  Students will also strengthen research, speaking, critical reading, and thinking skills to fulfill the Colorado Academic State Standards.

Supplies Needed:

· a three-ring binder separated into the following sections:

· Short Stories (will be switched to Poetry during 2nd semester)
· Writing

· Vocabulary/Roots

· Grammar

· *Another section for Shakespeare will be needed during 2nd semester

· a writing utensil (pen or pencil)

· loose leaf paper

Classroom Supplies (to be shared with all students): assigned by LAST name

A-F: highlighters



N-S: index cards

G-M: 1 box of tissues



T-Z: sticky notes
WHAT WILL WE READ/LEARN?

· Please refer to my website (www.kopackdhsenglish9.weebly.com) for detailed learning targets, standards and assignments for each of the following reading experiences.
· Varied short stories (taken from our approved textbook)

· Of Mice and Men by Steinbeck

· Poems (both traditional print and modern spoken word/SLAM poetry)

· Romeo & Juliet by Shakespeare

· The Odyssey (excerpts)

· Influential American speeches
· Individualized grammar learning and practice (using the website No Red Ink and mini lessons within class)
· Comma rules will learned and practiced

· Roots & vocabulary quizzes Fridays during the year
· Current event articles, write-ups and discussions will occur collaboratively with English and Issues of the 21st Century class
ASSESSMENT
Cumulative Assessment

You will have a final cumulative assessment of your work in this class on finals day. Please be sure to save/keep all your notes in an organized binder so that you will have an easier time studying/preparing for this final. This will count towards 20% of your final grade in the class, per school board requirement.
BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS:

RESPECT (for yourself, your future, your peers, your surroundings and your teacher!)
POLICIES/PROCEDURES:

Please refer to your student handbook for all policies/procedures dealing with tardies, pre-arranged absences, etc.
Leaving the room: You must present YOUR Student Planner Hall Pass Log. You may leave 3 times during each semester. After that, you will no longer be allowed to leave during class.

Cell Phones: This one is simple! I can’t use mine so, you can’t use yours. If someone in your family needs to be able to get in touch with you during this class, please let them know that the school office number is: 259-1630 They are welcome to call the office and ask to be transferred directly to my room #W2110 in order to speak with you. If I see or hear it, I will take it away. You can retrieve it at the end of the day from the main office. I STRONGLY encourage you to utilize my classroom phone check-in service to alleviate possible forgetfulness dealing with cell phone usage in class.
Ipods & other music devices: These will NOT be allowed during any type of test taking in this class. I may allow them during various work times, but this is a privilege that does not need to be allowed and will not always be okay.  

Entering the Room: Please enter the room quietly, take your seat and begin the warm up that is posted on the board.
Leaving the Room: The bell does not dismiss you… I do! Please remain in your seats until I dismiss you.

Bathroom: Using the bathroom during class is a privilege, not a right. If I feel that you are abusing this privilege, it may be taken away from you. Please keep in mind that I must take care of my business in between classes. This is what I expect you to do as well. If you do ask to leave the room to use the bathroom, this will count towards your 3 allowed exits from class.

Homework: Work that is assigned to you is expected to be handed in on time. All of you are either going to enter the working field or college after your departure from this school. If you are unable to hand in work on time, you must talk to me to discuss a possible arrangement for allowing you to still receive credit for the missing work.
MISSED WORK AND LATE WORK

Whenever possible, make arrangements for work before an absence.

Unless other arrangements are made with the teacher, students have two days to make up the first day of an excused absence and one day to make up each day of excused absence thereafter. 
Upon returning from an unexcused absence, it is the student’s  responsibility to find out about missed work. Ask questions as needed! You will be expected to complete this work, but I am NOT required to give you credit for the assignment. Do NOT ditch classes!

If you are present the day a large, multi-day assignment/project is assigned, and you are not able to attend my class for any reason on the due date, you MUST find another way to hand in your assignment. I will not be lenient on this. You will have until 4:00 the day that it is due to hand it in. If it is not handed in by then, it will be marked late. You can have a friend hand it in for you, email it to me (tkopack@durango.k12.co.us), have a parent drop it off in the office, etc. Do NOT make excuses!

Plagarism & Cheating:
These policies are thoroughly explained in your planner; we enforce them strictly!

